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August CAMP Meeting

The Board of Directors have opted to have a pot
luck suppe in Augug rather than have a formal
meeting. So the next regular meeting of the
Capita Apple Macintosh Performa User GroupO
will be hdd on Wednesday, September 14,
2005, at 7:00 p.m. in Room 204 at Gardiner
Area High School.

Delbert Clough will show us how to buy and
sell on eBay. Join us for a very practical and
rewarding presentation on the ins and outs of
eBay. You can sell anything at eBay and make
money &t it, too!

On Wednesday Augug 10, wedl be gahering at
Rob Darby’s home in Winthrop at 6:00 p.m. for
our annud summer pot luck suppe. Bring-up an
entrZe or dessert item. Y ouQlfind RobOsomne at
18 Chales Street. See the attached map on p. 5
for directions

For moreinformation, please call Sue Westlake at
6854510.
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Preserving Family Peace
With Airport and Dial-up

Jeffrey Frankel, CAMP Secretary

In the Ozzie and Harriet days, families
squabbled aboutuse of the family car. Inthe
internet age, familiesin rurd America squébble
aboutuse of the family dial-up wnrection.

Now you bg-city residents of Auguga,
Hallowell and Gardiner are prokably chortling &
you read this. ial-up? How quant. What century
is Frankd living in, anyway?OBut my town of
Windoor is beng dragged, kicking and <reaming,
into the 21% century. Thelocal cable operator
wired the town with fiberoptic cable this past May.
| called for ingallationand dter severa back-and-
forthswas given aJune 30 gpointment. |
gleefully boughtan Apple Extreme Base Station
(AEBYS) in anticipaion of neéworking thewired
and wirelessBcapable computersin my house. But
aweek later, the cable company called back.
Csorry, no @n do. Not Git Octobe.O

G-r-r-r. But connecting the AEBS to acable
modeam or DSL line are nat the only options The
AEBS dso indudes abult-in modan. Nowadays,
the primary purpog of the AEBS, | bdieve, isto
allow atraveling ugr to dal into anetwork.
However, from day onethe AEBS and its
predecessors have also been able to dia out. This
permits auser to share adia-up onnetion from
an ISP with the variouscomputers neéworked to
the AirportOsouter.

The Airport base gation was origindly
designad for wireless communication. Canect the
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Airportto theinternet, and the Airport beams thesgnd to dl computers within range that are equipped
with an Airport (or Airport-compatible) wireless receiver. The AEBS, introduced in May 2003,
induded a new feature which truly did rase neworking © awhole new level: an ghernet local area
network (LAN) portfor directly connecting awired nework to the AEBS.

My undestanding is tha prior to the AEBS, onehad to jump through ®me prety geky hoopsin
orde for Macs on awired network to recognize Macs on awireless ngwork, and vice versa. The
AEBS madeit easy. Mog ethernet hubsand switches have a so-called upink port Connet the uplink
portto the AEBSO IAN portwith an ordinary ethernet cable andN

* Theinternet connection from the AEBS can beshared with the wired computers connected
to the switch, as well as with the wireless computers;

* Thewired and wireless computers are accessible throughoutbah ndworks This meansthat
users can log on b any wired or wireless machine for file sharing, and tha nework-aware
opeaationssuch as Rarogect negwork backups iTunes musc sharingand iCha Bonjour
ingant messaging will operate seamlessly across the wired/wireless divide

* Thewireless computers can print to anetwork printer connected to the switch; and

* Thewireless computers can print to ashared USB printer directly connected to oneof the
wired computers. (Note: The AEBS also containsa USB portfor true networking ofa USB
printer.)

Yes, it dl worksjug like itOsuppo®d to. | can gt outside on te deck with my Powerbook and
surf the internet. Any visitorswith a wireless-equipped laptop should beableto do he same. Multiple
users can independently use theinternet at the sametime. | can back upthe Powerbook from oneof the
wired computers and move files around a will. But getting there was mogt definitely not hdf the fun.
In aword, it was a nightmare.
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Problem #1 — Creating the Network

Once the AEBS is powered on, he next gep is creation and anfiguration ofthe wireless nework
with Airport Setup Assistant, or the more powerful Airport Admin Utility. Apple saysto do hisviaa
computer equipped with an Airport card (AppleOsrand of wireless receiver) as opposed to awired
computer connested to the AEBS throughthe AEBSO IAN port My Powerbook ha been Airport-
equipped gnce April 2004. | fred up te Powerbook, tirned on Airport and launded Airport Setup
Assistant. The Assistant found he AEBS. Tha was good. Hbwever, the Assistant would time outwith
communication erorsat al further gages. That was bad. Using Airport Admin Utility broughtme to
the same stone wall. The Powerbook mud see the AEBS, but couldnOtonnect to it.

| findly foundthe culprit: the priority of network porsin the Network Port Configuration popup
selection in the Network prderence pane. The priority orde on the Powerbook was Built-in Ethernet,
AirPort and Internd Modem. Draggng AirPort to thetop ofthelist alowed meto aeate and configure
the wireless nework.

Problem #2 — Connecting to Internet Applications

With the network opeationd, | dialed my ISP through he AEBSO mdem. SuccessDa solid
conneetion! | launched Safari to bravse the web, and ny ation turned to frudration. The Powerbook
churnel avay butcouldn®contact any ste. Same problem with Entourage and my email server.

It turned outtha the problem related to the distribution of néwork addresses to my computers. |
had previoudy designated addresses to bedistributed via DHCPin the 192.168.6.xOaddress range
By default, the AEBS uses the (10.0.1.x0address range So dthoughthe AEBS was connected to the
internet jug fine, my earlier configuraionwas preventing the AEBS from routing that sgnd to the
Powerbook.

| was able to fix the problem in the Network prderence pane by slecting AirPort from the Show.
pop-up menu and ¢yclingthe TCHIP configuraion slection fromUsing DHCPto Manudly and back
to Using DHCP agan. Upon hereversonto Using DHCP, the computer accepted aDHCP lease
assignment from the AEBS in the (10.0.1xxOrange and all was rightin the world. On my wired
computers, | made the same change in the Built-in Ethernet pop-up slection. Multiple, Smultaneous
internet usage was now aredlity in the Frankd houshold.

Problem #3 — Controlling the AEBS Modem From the Wired Computers

| read in AppleOsliscussion foruns about oneusability concern that quickly became appaent. A
Macintosh with an Airport card can dal and hang up he AEBSO rodam, dther through Inernet
Connet or aconvenient Airport menu kar icon. Once the AEBS has dialed in to thelSP, the internet
connection is active for any computer onthe nework, wired or wireless, that needsto use it. No
additional dial-up is necessary (or posible). The conrection o the ISP is jusEt here.

However, thereis no mechanism to allow a wired computer withoutan Airport card to dial or hang
up the AEBSO rodem. It would beacongant annoyance if the AEBSO rodem could only beturned on
and off through ny laptop, which is the only wireless computer in the houg. And if | took the laptop
with me to work or ibrary, nore of thethree remaining computers would beable to connect via the
AEBSO rodem at all (unless | boughtthem Airport cards). Those wired computers would only be able
to dial the ISP via their internal modems, and only onea atime. (So 20" centuryE )
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Freeware to the rescue! On theforums | learned about Airport Modan Utility, a java application
written by bn Sevy of Drexel University for jus this purpo®. The progiam displays alittle window
tha funaionslike the old FreePPP control pand of yore Now, any computer in the hou can initiate
or terminate a modem conrection throughthe AEBS.

There are limitations of course. Dial-upis gill dial-up. Generaly, two people can wurf the web
with little naticeable peformance difference. Thingsdow down in ahurry, hough,if one person
downloadsafile. I@n notsureif we have yet had three people sharing aconrection at onae, and
definitely notmorethan tha.

Regardless of how oneconrects to theinternet with the AEBS, wired-to-wireless opeationssuch
as nework backupsare much dower than wired-to-wired. Part of the reason in my case is tha my
Powerbook oni accepts the older and dower 802.11b Arport card, as oppogd to the five-times-faster
802.11g Arport Extreme card suppored by newver Macs. But even 802.11g wreless tranders, which
top outat a theoretical 54 nbps dorDhold acandle to the 100 nbpsethernet port built into dl Macs
for thelast 566 years, notto mention the 1000 nmbpsetherng ports sported by rewer Powerbooksand
Power Macs.

Two caveats regarding the AEBS: First donOtonfuse the Airport Extreme Base Station with the
Airport Express Base Station. The Express does not contain a modem or aLAN port Second, here are
two modds of AEBS. The onedescribed throughouthis article is themog common. However, Apple
also #llsan AEBS designed foringitutiond use in dosed gaces tha does not have amodan.

My only regret? N Tha | didnObuyan AEBS when they first came out.

Special Apple User Group Discount from OQReilly endsAugug 31 for David Pogue3
Mac OS X: The Missing Manual, Tiger Edition.

Sare 35%when you use discountcode UGMACX to purchase "Mac OSX: TheMissing
Manual Tiger Edition" directly from O'Reilly. Order by phone800-998-9938or online
http://www.oreilly.conYcatalog/imacxmmtiger.

Mac0OS X &%

Tiger Edition

POGUE PRESS"
David Pogue O’REILLY"
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Quick Clicks

Directionsto Rob DarbyO$ous (18 Chales Street, Winthrop) Heading west from Augusa, ge off Roue
202, which isdso Rout 100,and head nath on Roug 41. Turnleft ornto Chales Street.
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Gizmodo

JodOdast day as editor of Gizmodo was July 15", As some of you nmay know, Jod had vey little good b
say aboutVerizon. Irteresting enough when Jod left, Verizon sarted advertising & Gizmodo. Mght there

be a connection there?
Anyways, thanksto Jod for keeping Gzmodo nteresting and upto-date. LetOsiape Gawker Media findsan

editor aut from the same cloth.
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